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Fiddler on the Roof is based on the Yiddish-language short story Tevye and his 
Daughters by Sholem Aleichem. The music for Joseph Stein’s stageplay is by Jerry Block 
and the lyrics are by Sheldon Harnick. 

The musical is set in the fictional town of Anatevka in early 20th century Russia. The poor 
milkman Tevye and his wife Golde have five daughters, who Tevye wants to marry off in 
accordance with Jewish tradition. He has already found a suitable groom for his eldest 
daughter Tzeitel, but her heart would choose differently. Tevye tries his best to preserve 
his family’s Jewish traditions in a rapidly changing world, where life is complicated not 
only by his daughters' marriage woes, but also by the rising anti-Semitism in Tsarist 
Russia. Complimented by beautiful, touching music and positive, warm-hearted humour, 
this beloved story has captivated countless audiences all over the world.

The musical debuted on Broadway in 1964, where it was performed for seven years and 
nine months, totalling a record-breaking 3,342 individual performances. It retained its 
title as the longest-running Broadway musical in the world for almost ten years, and is 
still counted among the 15 most performed plays on Broadway. 

The original performance won numerous accolades, including nine Tony awards, and has 
been revived four times since its debut. In London’s West End, the musical has been part 
of the listings three times following its 1967 premiere. In 1971, the musical was adapted 
into a motion picture, which won three Academy Awards. 

In Finland, Fiddler on the Roof premiered even before it did in the West End, just one year 
after its Broadway debut. Premiering at Helsinki City Theatre on 1 August 1965, the 
musical proved to be an unparalleled smash hit. Fiddler was performed a total of 446 
times at Helsinki City Theatre, with a record-breaking total of 316,597 viewers, which, 
even today, remains the largest audience for a single play in Finnish theatre history.

The continuing popularity of the musical is evident in numerous international tours and 
both professional and amateur productions all over the globe. Fiddler on the Roof is one 
of the most performed theatrical productions in the world, both in Finland and 
internationally. 


